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‘A qunrter of the trees in
IonsBeachmdeadotinpoor
eondition ‘Seven of 10 sports

STOUPS W )8 who ‘uge city fields say -
conditions expose players to

irjuries. And irrigation prob-
lems at local fields often cause
fiooding and water-logged turf.
These are some of the find-
ings in a scathing audit re-
leased this week by City Audi-
tor Laura Doud, who studied
operations of local parks over

a two-year period. Despite ad- watering

ditions to the city’s park in-

ventory, Long Beach has not city parks

allocated any more funding
to maintain them ~ putting

a strain on contractors who d

have been unable to manage

Audit; Parks,

the wﬁkﬂmd, Doud sa!d.
Marie Knight, director of
the Parks, Recreation and Ma-
rine Department, said the de-
partment generally agrees
with' Doud 's findings, but she
said some recommendations
cannot be addressed due to a
lack in funding and resources.
“We are glad (the audit) is
shedding a light on some of

. the issues and concerns we

‘have had and that we've been |

working on,” she said.

A lack of funding cou-
pled with the state’s historic
drought, which led to severe
restrictions, has cre-
ated challenges to maintain
and trees, she added.

The audit — the first of its
kind conducted in at least a
ecade — encompassed a two-
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An egret walks through a creek at El Dorado Park In Long Beach
on Tuesday. A lack of funding, along » with the state’s historic
drought and severe watering restrictions, has created chalienges
to maintaining city parks and trees. ofﬂclals say.
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Audit

year period, from Oct. 1,
2013 to Sept. 31, 2015. Dur-
ing that time, the city has
added 16 new parks and [
made park improvements |

at 18 other locations. . . |8

Doud referenced a 2015

park tree inventory study, -
detailed in the audit, that
produced some ala.rming"
results. Of the city’s approx-. -~ SCOTT vARLEv STAFF
imately 26,000 park trees, A largepothole remains

27 percent are dead or in unrepaired'in a parking/lot at B

poor or critical condition, Ef Dorado Park
the study found, and ap-

Doud recommended the are still waxq:rxg
city establish'an Urban»For- tioned off, he said.
est Master Plan, aswellas “It was sort of a break-
adopting a ﬁve-year park - downmcommuniwmn,”he
tree-trimming frequency said. “We didn’t havé a pro-
schedule. But the depart- cedure for equipment that
ment argued that such a . justarrived in ourlotand it
frequency schedule is not ook us too longto resolve it.
financially feasible. _Rtisn't cool it happened, but
“I am concerned about it has'been taken care of”

the city’s business-a&usual Among the other ‘find-
shortsighted approach to ings in the report are two
maintaining our parks.and items related to “lax over-
trees,” Doud safd in a state-~ ‘sight" that resulted in the
ment. “Parks play a critical ‘city paymg neatly $81,000
role in creating heahhy, liv- -over'16 months for mainte-
able communities in Long nance service that was never
Beach. We want to ensiire :performed in addmon to
the quality of our parks.are p emsrelatedtonear]y
sustained for future gener- $300 000 in supplemen-
ations. This requires effec- tal work that lacked suffi-
tive stewardship and in-' cient back-up documenta-
novative efforts to acquire tion needed to substantiate
new resources.” the work. -

Vehicies not used 'changes in store

Doud also found the de- . Knight, who took over the
partment “mismanaged ex- - department in late March,
pensive vehicles and equip- said mffzsworlungtolm-
ment” thathavebeenumused plement several changes
in a city yard since being to oversight and inventory
oontrols, including a new
contract: compliance and
monitoring program that
-was ralled out in two phases

over.the.past eight months.
Now, ‘she said, all citywork-
ers have tablets with access
to contracts and checklists,
streamlining the mainte-
nance process.

She said the department
also made some changes in
the renovation process for
sports fields, which are fre-
quently used by Jeagues and
teams throughout the city.

“It's not ‘business as
usual here,’” she said. “We
are moving forward and
we are making changes. It

Finance Director John
Gross said the vehicles and
equipment were acquired as
part of a dissolution agree-
ment with a former contrac-
tor,’and some of the items,
such as mowers and
are items the city would not
typically buy. But becanse ti-
tle documents were not ob-
tained at the time of sale, the
city was unable to sell the ve-
hicles or put them into ser-
vice.

The auditor’s inquiry trig-
gered action by the city to
secure the necessary doc-
uments to utilize the vehi-

was reeugnimd bng before

the audit that some changes
_needed o be made in our

operatmgs is not a sustain-
able option.

“It’s like plugging one
hole to free up another,”
shesaid. = -

But Doud smd most of the
needs identified are imme-
diate, and short-term.

“Nowkere in our audit
report g.ld Wwe assert that
these fundmg ideas are
a viable ‘way: te structur-
ally fund day-to-day park
maintenance operatlons,
she said. “‘Rather, expand-
ing resources for one-time

improvements can actual]y
free up funds for ongoing
park and tree nisititenance™

City spokeswoman Keity
Gerot said thanks to.a1 per-
cent sales'tax increase ap-
proved by voters June' 7, the
city has earmarked funds
for the parks department
that will be doled sut over
the next threey years, begin-
ning in Jannary The tax
measure is expected 1o raise
an additional $384 million
in the 10-year life of the in-
crease, which decreasestoa
half cent tax in its rémain-
ing four years.

“Measure: A will prcmde
nea.rly $20 million in fund-
ing to address many of the
critical issues raised in the
audxt, including tree trim-
ming, facility repairs and
modernize irrigation sys-
tems,” Gerot said in a state-
ment. “Increasing park
space is one of the city’s
proudest ‘achievements of
the last decade and we are
committed to maintaining
and improving these assets
for future generations.”



